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RESEARCH
INTERESTS

adult attachment, social and cognitive neuroscience, mental representations of self
and close others, infatuation

RESEARCH
EXPERIENCE

Graduate Student, Lab Manager Fall 2013-present
Adult Attachment Lab, Cornell University
Principal Investigator: Dr. Cindy Hazan

• Design and implement studies, including surveys
• Analyze quantitative and qualitative data
• Conduct and document literature reviews
• Supervise undergraduates in experimental design and data analysis

Graduate Research Assistant Spring 2014-present
University Courses Initiative, John S. Knight Institute, Cornell University
Principal Investigator: Dr. Elliot Shapiro

• Design longitudinal studies to assess program effectiveness
• Facilitate working groups of faculty and graduate TAs to discuss cross-disciplinary

teaching techniques
• Host undergraduate focus groups and follow-up with students as part of data

collection

Undergraduate Research Assistant Spring 2012- Spring 2013
Adult Attachment Lab, Cornell University
Principal Investigator: Dr. Cindy Hazan

• Implemented cognitive and behavioral studies
• Created facial prototypes using JPsychomorph
• Drafted protocols for experiments and work on IRB documentation
• Recruited participants, schedule lab sessions, and create individualized scripts
• Scheduled lab meetings and contact fellow undergraduates about availability

Undergraduate Research Assistant Fall 2011, Spring 2012
Personality, Attachment, and Control Lab, Cornell University
Principal Investigator: Dr. Vivian Zayas

• Trained in the use of EEG equipment
• Ran cognitive and behavioral studies



PRESENTATIONS • Laurita, A. C., Hazan, C., Merrill, S. M., Surenkok, G., Fletcher, K., Massaro,
D., and Zayas, V. (2014, May). Feels like home to me: Behavioral and emotional
markers of attachment. Poster to be presented at the annual meeting of the
Association for Psychological Science, San Francisco, California.

• Merrill, S. M., Hazan, C., Surenkok, G., Laurita, A. C., Fletcher, K., and
Zayas, V. (2014, May). Sex is good: Sexual behavior as a marker of adult
attachment. Poster to be presented at the annual meeting of the Association
for Psychological Science, San Francisco, California.

• Surenkok, G., Hazan, C., Merrill, S. M., Laurita, A. C., Massaro, D., and
Zayas, V. (2014, May). Were Better Together: How long-versus-short term
couples respond to separation. Poster to be presented at the annual meeting of
the Association for Psychological Science, San Francisco, California.

TEACHING AND
MENTORSHIP
EXPERIENCE

Teaching Assistant Fall 2012; Fall 2013-present
Courses:
HD2830-Research Methods in Human Development
HD3620-Human Bonding

Graduate Resident Fellow Fall 2013-present
Alice H. Cook House, West Campus, Cornell University

• Support a House Professor-Dean, Assistant Dean, and House Fellows in creating
a positive, vibrant, and academically engaging residential community

• Serve as mentor and role model to undergraduate residents

• Take on leadership role for academic enrichment by promoting a variety of
programs and activities

Student Assistant Fall 2012- Spring 2013
Alice H. Cook House, West Campus, Cornell University

• Provided assistance, resources, and referral information to undergraduate resi-
dents

• Served as source of emotional and academic support for residents

• Communicated, observed, and enforced community standards

PROFESSIONAL
MEMBERSHIP
and SERVICE

Member; 2014-present
American Psychological Society

Graduate Student Representative; 2013-2015
Graduate Studies Committee

Translational Research Graduate Student Committee (member) 2013-present

Student Ambassador 2011-2013
College of Human Ecology

HONORS 2013 Merrill Presidential Scholar
2013 Henry Ricciuti Award for Outstanding Seniors in Human Development
Dean’s List– Spring 2011, Fall 2011, Spring 2012, Fall 2012
Kappa Omicron Nu, Human Ecology Honor Society
Golden Key International Honor Society


